TERM:  Spring 2024
COURSE TITLE: The Archaeology of Gothic Books
COURSE NUMBER:
ENGL 5000.01 (CRN 70629) 4-unit section for undergraduate students
ENGL 5000.02 (CRN 70639) 3-unit section for M.A. students
SECTION TIMES/DAYS: MW 7:55-9:35pm
INSTRUCTOR:  Shepherd
COURSE DESCRIPTION/PRINCIPAL TOPICS

This course will delve deep into the sciences, scholarly sub-disciplines, and related critical/theoretical arts used to facilitate the understanding of the physical books, manuscripts, scrolls, and other objects that preserved the first examples of literature in English from between 500 and 1500 years ago. Students will gain access to new skills that can radicalize their critical interpretations of sometimes familiar texts like Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, Malory’s Morte Darthur, or The Book of Margery Kempe. These skills can also be translated to modern endeavors such as publishing, library sciences, law, advanced graduate study, even law-enforcement.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Among other things, students will 1] acquire specialized knowledge and vocabulary, focusing on codicological practices and theories, but which then extend into the analysis of broader period/literary concepts; 2] learn how the wide range of inscribed media studied (including stone, wood, and metal, often with illustrations) have a correspondingly wide textual/visual representation and purpose, from such things as physical gathering places, to objects invested with divine power, to scrolls used haptically and iconographically to ease and protect women giving birth, to texts rendered in “signifyin’” demotic dialects and registers; 3] be exposed to errors in existing criticism derived from a lack of appropriate theoretical and codicological skills and/or technology; 4] learn how these books’ content is inherently radical and/or underclass-oriented, working against the prestige languages of the long period, Latin and French.

PREREQUISITES/RECOMMENDED BACKGROUND

Some familiarity with Middle English (e.g., Chaucer) can be helpful, but not necessary.
REQUIRED TEXTS

All texts/readings will be sourced from public-domain sources, and the instructor’s own editions; secondary material will be sourced from public archives and library holdings and subscriptions. Besides those listed above, other primary texts will include The Dream of The Rood, Sir Orfeo, Piers Plowman, Sir Gawain and The Green Knight, the Ashmole Sir Ferumbras, the Burghley Polychronicon, the Percy Folio Manuscript, Rauf Coilyear (Scots), and actual LMU Special Collections holdings which include real medieval manuscripts and early printed books.
COURSE WORK / EXPECTATIONS

Three research papers, each on a different medieval manuscript/artefact, and one class presentation.
This course fulfills the following undergraduate English Major requirement: 

Note: LD denotes a lower-division course and UD denotes an upper-division course.

	OLD CURRICULUM
	CHECK
	NEW CURRICULUM
	CHECK

	Genres (LD)
	
	Disciplinary Research (LD)
	

	Histories (LD)
	
	History of Literature, Media, and Culture (LD)
	

	Authors (UD)
	
	Reading and Writing Genres (LD)
	

	Critical/Theoretical (UD)
	
	Theory, Power, and Rhetoric (LD)
	

	Comparative (UD)
	X
	Pre-1800 (UD)
	

	Creative/Artistry (UD)
	
	Creative/Artistry (UD)
	

	
	
	Race, Intersectionality, and Power (UD)
	

	
	
	5000-Level Seminar (UD)
	X


This course fulfills the following English M.A. requirement:  Literature Elective
1

